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A summary o new Paledithic sites in Ningxia
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Saler 7 38°17 52'N;106°30 21"E 1205
Sale:! 8 38°17 29'N;106°31 03'E 1213 ,
D@ 9 38°16 25'N;106°31' 45'E 1207 ,
DGO 10 38°18 21"N ;106°29 34'E 1185
DAL 1 38°18 09'N ;106°29 47'E 1179 ,
Iv1 1 38°15 41"N;106°33 02'E 1211 ,
IJy2 2 38°15 39'N ;10632 45'E 1205
Y3 3 38°15 39'N;106°32 34'E 1223
Y4 4 38°15 54'N;106°32 40'E 1219 ,
Y1 1 38°13 58'N ;106°36 59'E 1241
av2 2 38°14 05'N;106°36 40'E 1250
VY3 3 38°14 21"N;106°35 45'E 1249
Y4 4 38°14 31"N;106°35 30'E 1241
Y5 5 38°14 21'N;106°35 27'E 1243
LEL 1 35°50 07'N ;106°38 42'E 1445 ,
LE2 2 35°50 06'N ;106°38 44'E 1 447
LE3 3 35°49 54'N ;106°38 24" E 1453
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A REPORT ON PAL EOL ITHIC RECONNAISSANCE
IN NINGXIA, NORTH CHINA

GAO Xing', PEI Shurwen' , WANG Hui-min° , ZHONG Kan’

(1. Indtitute o Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleoanthropology , Chinese Academy o Scences, Bejing 100044 ;
2. Irstitute d Archedogy o Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, Yinchuan 750001)

Abgract: This report presents the result of a series of Paenlithic reconnai ssance conducted in the
Ningxia Hui Autoronmpus Region in North China by the Inditute of Vertebrate Paleontology and Paleo-
anthropology (Chinese Academy of Stiences) and the Ningxia Provincial Ingitute of Archeology in 2002
and 2003. Fom nore than 30 gtes lithic artifacts and mammalian foss|swere oollected and 19 of them
were oorfirmed with clear gratigraphy and archaeological values, digributed in Shuidonggou , Shijiayeo
and Zhangiayao in the Lingavu Digrict and Ling er in Pengyang Gounty. The mgjority of the rrore than
300 pieces of oollected gone artifacts are ordinary chipped cores, flakes and retouched ones, aong
with afew microlithic pieces. Mog of the done artifacts are amall and ome exhibit close tie with the
Shuidonggou indugtry.

Based on gratigrgphic observations, these neMy discovered Stes represent at leas three archaso-
logical periods: 1) pre-Shuidonggou horizon ; 2) the Shuidonggou horizon , characterized in the presence
o blade and Levallois like techrology , and 3) the microblade horizon. At present , techrological devel-
opmental relationship anong these cultura gages remains unclear.

The result of the reconnai ssance is a Sgnificant breakthrough in P eolithic archaeological invedi-
gations in the Ningkia Region and for the research on the Shuidonggou techno-conplex. For nore than
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half a century the Shuidonggou dte has been the only Paledlithic dte in the vag regon and the -
cdled typicd Shuidonggou artifacts, namely blades and Levdlois gyle cores, flakes and retouched
pieces, have been unearthed only from a limited area at the Shuidonggou ste(i. e. Shuidonggpu Loc.
1) . The reconnai ssance makes it clear that ancient humans put their footgepsin a much larger territory
in the regon, a leag during the Upper Heldocene , and the Shuidonggou ste is ot a Snge ste but
indead a conplex of many dmilar stesin a big area, indicating that human beings with the* Shui-
donggpu techrology” occupied a much larger area, and their survival and adaptive cepabilities are be-
yond what we have believed before. The reconnai ssance provided va uable clues for tracing the migrar
tion and adgptation of Ae gocene humans in the regon and the orign and development of the Shui-
donggpu indudry.

Key words: Sone artifacts; Reconnaissance; Pdeolithic; Shuidonggou; Ningxia
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